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September 2016 Parent Newsletter 
 

American Academy 
Casablanca 

 
American Academy Universal Education Council 
RN# 3020 Ville Verte Casa Green Town 
Bouskoura, 27182 Morocco 
 
Phone:+212529039112 
Fax:+212529039114 
Website:  www.aac.ac.ma  

Dear Parents, 

Due to high enrollment in our Nursery and third grade classrooms, I am happy to 
announce that we will be opening an additional section of each.  Currently, we are 
in the process of finding two new teachers to take over these two classrooms. Our 
Early Childhood and Elementary School continues to grow, and now we are 
pleased to have 2 Nursery classrooms; 2 Pre-School; 2 KG1; 2 KG2; 3 first; 3 
second; 3 third; 2 fourth; and 2 fifth grade classrooms.  This continues to allow us 
to maintain small class sizes in order to maximize the differentiation and personal 
attention that we can offer all of our students. 
 
Please join us on Thursday, September 22, 2016 between 5:30 – 7:30.  You will 
have the opportunity to meet your child’s teacher(s), get to know a little about them 
and learn the expectations that the teacher(s) have in their classroom(s) (e.g., 
behavior; homework; etc.).  This is a great opportunity for you to discuss and learn 
about the academic program at AAC.  Teachers beginning at 6:00 p.m. will present 
a short bio about themselves and then discuss the expectations in terms of 
academics and behavior for their classroom.  Every 15 minutes, the teachers will 
present again.  This will assist parents who have more than one child at our school, 
to be able to see all of their children’s teachers.  A 7:00 p.m., the Secondary 
students will do a brief presentation on the courtyard, near the Theater regarding 
PBL.  I hope to see all of you there on the September 22nd. 
 
On Friday, September 30, 2016, we will have our Ashura Celebration.  I am very 
excited to learn and witness this celebration, especially being new to Morocco.  
Please note that we will be having a Spirit Day on September 30th.  Students are 
asked to wear traditional Moroccan clothing to commemorate this celebration, or 
their uniforms.  The instructional day will end at 1:30.  Parents are invited to join 
us from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. for the festivities. 
 Y 

 

Home of the Pumas 

Upcoming Events 

September 19 

MAP Testing (Grades 2 – 5 Only) 

September 22 

AAC Open House – All Parents 
are welcome to come and meet 
your child’s teacher(s) from 5:30 – 
7:30 

September 30 

Ashura Celebration at AAC from 
1:30 – 3:30 p.m.  Spirit Day for 
students – Wear traditional 
Moroccan clothing. 

 

Arriving on Time  
It is very important that students 
arrive to school by 8:00 a.m.  Any 
student arriving after 8:00 a.m. will 
be marked tardy on our RenWeb 
attendance system by the 
classroom teacher.  If the student 
is deemed tardy, they will not 
participate during lunch recess.  
Please arrive on time in order for 
your child to maximize his or her 
academic instructional day.  
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Even as an adult reader, there are times when I am reading a story and I get lost and am not sure 
what has happened. Fortunately, when this happens, I have strategies I use to help me understand 

the story.  The same thing happens when children read. However, with children they often keep 
reading and do not realize they lost comprehension until the end of the story. They are too 

concerned with reading accurately, and forget to take the time to think about what they are 
reading.  How can we help them gain comprehension? 

We can teach them the comprehension strategy: check for understanding because good 
readers stop frequently to check for understanding or to ask who and what. 

 

How can you help your child with this strategy at home? 

1. When reading to your child, stop periodically and say, “Let’s see if we remember what I 
just read. Think about who the story was about and what happened.”  Do this 3 or 4 times 
throughout the story. 

 
2. When reading to your child, stop and have them practice checking for understanding by 

saying, “I heard you say…” 
 

3. Ask your child the following questions: 
• Who did you just read about? 
• What just happened? 
• Was your brain talking to you while you read? 
• Do you understand what was read? 
• What do you do if you don’t remember? 

 

Thank you for your 
continued support at home! 

 

• Ideas and strategies are taken from: The CAFE Book, written by Gail Boushey & Joan Moser 
• Created by Allison Behn  © 2009 www.thedailycafe.com 

CAFÉ Strategy: Check for Understanding 


